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Other windows or air ports opening 
onto open decks or enclosed prome-
nades need not have wire inserted 
glass. 

(g) Skylights to spaces containing 
auxiliary internal combustion machin-
ery having an aggregate horsepower of 
1,000 or more, and to boiler and main 
enginerooms, shall be capable of being 
closed from outside the space. If glass 
is fitted in such skylights, it shall be of 
the wire inserted type. The glass panels 
shall be fitted with permanently at-
tached shutters of steel or equivalent 
metal.

§ 72.05–35 Hatch covers and shifting 
boards. 

(a) Wood hatch covers may be used 
between cargo spaces. Hatch covers in 
other locations shall meet the require-
ments for deck construction noted in 
tables 72.05–10 (f) and (g). 

(b) Tonnage openings in ‘‘A’’ Class 
bulkheads shall be closed by means of 
steel plates.

§ 72.05–40 Insulation, other than for 
structural fire protection. 

(a) Any insulation installed for heat 
and comfort, refrigeration (including 
air conditioning), or for any other pur-
pose, and all material incidental to its 
installation, shall be approved Incom-
bustible Materials. This paragraph 
shall not apply to such insulation in-
stalled in cargo spaces, refrigerated 
storerooms, individual refrigerator 
boxes, nor to pipe and machinery cov-
erings or laggings within the machin-
ery spaces. 

(b) [Reserved]

§ 72.05–45 Paint. 
(a) An excessive number of coats of 

paint will be discouraged unless non-
combustible paint is used. 

(b) Nitrocellulose or other highly 
flammable or noxious fume-producing 
paints or lacquers shall not be used.

§ 72.05–50 Ventilation. 
(a) Where the term duct is used in 

this section, it shall include trunks, 
plenums, and any other type of ventila-
tion piping, chambers, or duct work. 

(b) Where automatic fire dampers are 
required, they shall be designed to op-
erate at approximately 165 degrees F. 

for normal locations, and approxi-
mately 212 degrees F. for locations 
such as galleys. The dampers shall be 
so designed as to close against the an-
ticipated draft in the duct. The damper 
shall be made accessible for periodic 
inspection by means of a hinged or 
bolted plate in the duct. The damper 
and the portion of duct containing the 
damper shall be constructed of at least 
1⁄8 inch steel plate suitably stiffened. 
No insulation need be applied to the 
damper blade. 

(c) Where ventilation ducts are re-
quired to meet bulkhead requirements, 
the space within the duct shall be con-
sidered to be the same as the space 
served by the ventilator, and the duct 
shall be insulated to meet the applica-
ble requirements of tables 72.05–10(d) 
and 72.05–10(e). 

(d) All ventilation systems shall be 
designed, where practicable, so that all 
ducts leading to the various enclosures 
are kept within the main vertical 
zones. No duct may serve spaces in 
more than one main vertical zone. 

(e) Where of necessity, ducts pass 
through main vertical zone bulkheads, 
automatic fire dampers shall be fitted 
adjacent to the bulkhead. The duct be-
tween the bulkhead and the damper 
shall meet the applicable bulkhead re-
quirements. The damper shall be fitted 
on at least one side of the bulkhead 
with a visible indicator showing wheth-
er the damper is in the open or closed 
position. The indicator may be con-
nected to the manual operating device 
rather than the damper blade so that it 
might show as being open when it had 
automatically closed, but could never 
be open if the indicator showed it to be 
closed. The damper shall be capable of 
being manually closed from both sides 
of the bulkhead. The operating posi-
tions for the damper shall be marked 
as required by § 78.47–53 of this sub-
chapter. 

(f) Vent ducts serving stairway enclo-
sures shall serve no other spaces. 

(g) Ventilation ducts serving cargo or 
main machinery spaces which pass 
through accommodation spaces or safe-
ty areas shall be fitted with an auto-
matic fire damper adjacent to the 
point of entry. Between the bulkhead 
or deck and the damper, and in addi-
tion, on vertical ducts for a distance of 
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6 feet above the damper, the duct shall 
meet the applicable bulkhead require-
ments. 

(h) Exhausts from galleys shall meet 
the applicable bulkhead requirements. 
In addition, an automatic damper shall 
be installed in exhaust ducts over fry-
ing vats, etc. 

(i) In all ventilation systems, manu-
ally operated dampers or other suitable 
means shall be provided in accessible 
locations, outside the spaces served by 
the system, for shutting off the passage 
of air in the event of fire; however, no 
dampers shall be placed in exhaust 
ducts from film lockers or projection 
rooms. 

(j) For information regarding con-
trols of electrically powered ventila-
tion systems, see subchapter J (Elec-
trical Engineering) of this chapter.

§ 72.05–55 Furniture and furnishings. 
(a) For the purpose of this subpart, 

rooms containing ‘‘fire resistant fur-
nishings’’ will be considered to be those 
in which: 

(1) All case furniture such as desks, 
wardrobes, dressing tables, bureaus, 
dressers, etc., shall be constructed en-
tirely of approved incombustible mate-
rials; except that a combustible veneer 
not exceeding 1⁄8 inch may be used on 
the top surface of such articles. 

(2) All free standing furniture such as 
chairs, sofas, tables, etc., shall be con-
structed with frames of approved in-
combustible materials. 

(3) All draperies shall be of approved 
fire resistant fabrics. 

(4) All rugs and carpets shall be of 
wool or other material having equiva-
lent fire resistive qualities. 

(b) Waste paper baskets shall be con-
structed of approved incombustible 
materials with solid sides and bottoms. 

(c) Passageways and stairway enclo-
sures shall contain only fire resistant 
furnishings. In addition, all upholstery 
and padding of chairs, sofas, etc., in 
these areas, shall be of approved fire 
resistant materials.

§ 72.05–90 Vessels contracted for prior 
to May 26, 1965. 

(a) Vessels of 100 gross tons and over, 
contracted for prior to May 26, 1965, on 
an international voyage; and vessels of 
100 gross tons and over, contracted for 

on or after May 28, 1936, and prior to 
May 26, 1965, not on an international 
voyage; shall meet the following re-
quirements: 

(1) Existing structure, arrangements, 
and materials previously approved will 
be considered satisfactory so long as 
they meet the minimum requirements 
of this paragraph and are maintained 
in good condition to the satisfaction of 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion. Minor repairs and alterations 
may be made to the same standards as 
the original construction. 

(2) The details shall be in general 
agreement with §§ 72.05–5 through 72.05–
60. 

(b) Vessels of 100 gross tons and over, 
contracted for prior to May 28, 1936, not 
on an international voyage, shall meet 
the following requirements: 

(1) Existing structure, arrangements, 
and materials previously approved will 
be considered satisfactory so long as 
they meet the minimum requirements 
of this paragraph and are maintained 
in good condition to the satisfaction of 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion. Minor repairs and alterations 
may be made to the same standards as 
the original construction. 

(2) All vessels in ocean or coastwise 
service shall be fitted above the bulk-
head deck with fire-resisting bulkheads 
and doors spaced not more than 131 feet 
apart which are capable of resisting the 
passage of flame for a period of at least 
1 hour. 

(3) All vessels with berth or state-
room accommodations for 50 or more 
passengers shall be fitted with an ap-
proved automatic sprinkling system 
unless deemed unnecessary by the 
Commandant. This system shall be so 
installed as to protect all enclosed 
parts of the vessel accessible to pas-
sengers or crew while the vessel is 
being navigated, except cargo holds, 
machinery spaces, and when of fire-re-
sisting construction, toilets, bath-
rooms, and spaces of similar construc-
tion. Where, in the case of a particular 
vessel, the Commandant does not con-
sider the installation of an automatic 
water-sprinkling system necessary, 
such vessel shall be protected in such 
enclosed parts of the vessel as the Com-
mandant shall deem necessary, with an 
automatic electric or pneumatic fire-
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